Roots and Argument Structure

Within the anti-lexicalist, realizational theory of Distributed

Morphology, I have been proposing over the past few years that the

arguments of "lexical" (V, A, N) heads are only indirectly related to the

semantics of the roots contained within these lexical categories. 

Rather, arguments are the by-product of scaffolding of functional

structure in which roots are embedded syntactically (in particular, but

not exclusively, the "little x" category-forming heads).  In this

workshop presentation, I will return to issue of the apparent obligatory

external arguments and the apparent obligatory objects associated with

particular verbal stems.  What semantic categories of roots and what

inventory of functional categories could yield the appearance of

obligatory external arguments or obligatory transitivity?

Of particular interest in this context are apparent verbs of change of

state that do not undergo transitive/inchoative alternations ("destroy")

and obligatorily transitive verbs that take patient objects ("sweep").  I

will be concerned with integrating the insights of Hale and Keyser on

subjects and of Levin on objects into a root-based no Lexicon theory. 

The presentation will be somewhat speculative and programmatic - very

open for discussion, comment, and help, as appropriate for a workshop.

